
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Appendix III of the Berne Convention and is protected by 
national and sub-national legislation in many countries. It is recorded 
on many national and sub-national Red Data books and lists. The 
species is present in numerous protected areas. In parts of this species 
range, mitigation measures to reduce road kill have been established.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is widespread in Europe (excluding Ireland and most 
Mediterranean islands (though it is present on Sicily)), and northern 
Eurasia, with populations in parts of West Asia (Turkey, Syria and 
Lebanon) and north Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia). In Europe, it 
is present in most areas (including the United Kingdom, Norway, 
Sweden and Finland)), ranging as far eastwards as northern 
Kazakhstan and eastern Siberia. In the Middle East, it is found through 
much of Turkey, northwestern Syria, and has recently been recorded 
from two mountainous locations in Lebanon. In Africa it has a very 
fragmented range in the more mountainous regions. The species has 
an altitudinal range of sea level to 3,000m asl.

Threats:
There are generally no major threats to this widespread and common 
species. Populations may be locally impacted through deforestation, 
drainage of wetlands, pollution, agricultural intensification, urbanisation, 
desertification, introduced predatory fishes, mortality on roads 
(migrating animals), and persecution. In parts of the former Soviet 
Union it is collected in small numbers for the pet trade. This species 
can be affected by the increase of UV-B radiation (Lizana and Pedraza 
1998). Relict populations in montane areas in Lebanon may be 
threatened by the impacts of global warming. Chytridiomycosis is a 
potential threat to the species and has been reported in some Spanish 
populations. It has declined extensively in Spain due to habitat loss and 
aridity. One subspecies in Spain, B.b. gredosicola, is threatened by 
otters and the frog Rana perezi, both of which appear to have moved 
up to higher altitudes as a result of climatic warming.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
This is a widespread and adaptable species present in coniferous, 
mixed and deciduous forests, groves, bushlands, meadows, arid areas, 
parks and gardens. It is usually in damp areas with dense vegetation, 
and large open areas are generally avoided. The species spawns and 
larval development takes place in still waters and slow-moving parts of 
rivers and streams. It is present in many modified habitats.

Species population information:
Although this species is generally common over much of its range, 
some localised declines have been observed.

General Information

Family: BufonidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: (Linnaeus, 1758)

Notes on taxonomy: Bufo bufo is the central member of the Bufo bufo complex. The systematics of this complex remain unclear. Until 
recently Bufo verrucosissimus was considered to be a subspecies of Bufo bufo.
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Crapaud Vulgaire French

Obyknovennaya Zhaba Russian
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Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score
11.1 Forest - Boreal
11.2 Forest - Subarctic
11.4 Forest - Temperate
23.1 Shrubland - Subarctic
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
13.8 Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
14.4 Grassland - Temperate
14.5 Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha)
15.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 

(over 8ha)
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)

Country:Germany 
Country:Gibraltar 
Country:Greece 
Country:Hungary 
Country:Italy 
Country:Kazakhstan 
Country:Latvia 
Country:Lebanon 
Country:Liechtenstein 
Country:Lithuania 
Country:Luxembourg 
Country:Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republ
Country:Moldova
Country:Monaco 
Country:Morocco 
Country:Netherlands 
Country:Norway 
Country:Poland 
Country:Portugal 
Country:Romania 
Country:Russian Federation
Country:San Marino 
Country:Slovakia 
Country:Slovenia 
Country:Spain 
Country:Sweden 
Country:Switzerland 
Country:Syrian Arab Republic 
Country:Tunisia 
Country:Turkey 
Country:Ukraine 
Country:United Kingdom
Country:Serbia and Montenegro

2Conifer Boreal Forest
1Conifer Forest
1Cool Broadleaf Forest
1Cool Conifer Forest
1Cool Mixed Forest
1Deciduous Broadleaf Wood
2Deciduous Coniferous Forest
3Low Sparse Grassland
1Marsh Wetland
1Mire, Bog, Fen
1Mixed Forest
1Narrow Conifers
2Shrub Deciduous
9Urban



Conservation Measures
In place NeededPast PresentFuture

Major threats

Red List Assessment:
Red List Criteria:
Rationale for the Red List Assessment:

Current Population Trend: Date of Assessment:

Least Concern (LC)

Listed as Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, tolerance of a broad range of habitats, 
presumed large population, and because it is unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing 
in a more threatened category.

Stable 12/17/2004

Red Listing

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years: Unknown

Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Possibly Extinct

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.2 National level
1.2.2.3 Sub-national level
2 Communication and Education
2.2 Awareness
3 Research actions
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.5 Threats
3.6 Uses and harvest levels
3.8 Conservation measures
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment
4.4.3 Management

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
2 Invasive alien species (directly affecting the 

species)
2.2 Predators
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.3 Water pollution
6.3.1 Agriculture
8 Changes in native species dynamics
8.5 Pathogens/parasites

15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 
Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)

15.9 Wetlands (inland) - Freshwater Springs and Oases
18.4 Desert - Semi-Desert (no trees present)
211.1 Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
111.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
211.3 Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
111.4 Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
211.5 Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
212.1 Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over 8ha)
112.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha)
112.5 Artificial/Aquatic - Excavations (open)
112.7 Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels)
112.9 Artificial/Aquatic - Canals and Drainage Channels, Ditches

1. Food - human
13. Pets/display animals, horticulture

1. Whole animal/plant

Wild



Bibliography

Assessor(s):
Notes on Red listing: It is considered to be Near Threatened in Spain because of recent declines due to habitat loss, as well as progressive 

aridity.

Pedro Beja, Sergius Kuzmin, Theodore Papenfuss, Matthias Stöck, Mathieu Denoël, Max Sparreboom, Ismail Ugurtas, Vladimir I

, 1995, , , Amphibian Populations in the Commonwealth of Independent States: Current Status and Declines, Kuzmin, S.L. Dodd Jr, C.K. and 
Pikulik, M.M., , , Pensoft, Moscow
Puky, M. et al., 2003, , , Preliminary herpetological atlas of Hungary, , , pp. 86, Varangy Akciócsoport Egyesület, Budapest

Arnold, E.N., 2003, , , Reptiles and amphibians of Europe, , , 288, Princeton University Press, 

Cooke, A.S., 1972, Indications of recent changes in status in British Isles of frog (Rana temporaria) and toad (Bufo bufo), Journal of Zoology, , , 
167, 161, , 
Denton, J.S. and Beebee, T.J.C., 1993, Summer and Winter Refugia of Natterjacks (Bufo calamita) and Common Toads (Bufo bufo) in Britain, 
Herpetological Journal, , , 3(3), 90-94, , 
Alvarez, A. and Martin, L., 2000, Fish elimination by Pond Drainage to Preserve a Toad Population in Spain, FrogLog, , , 41, , , 

Lizana, M. and Marco, A., 2001, Ultraviolet (UV) radiation and the decline of amphibian populations in Central Spain, FrogLog, , , 44, , , 

Özeti, N. and Yilmaz, I., 1994, Türkiye amphibileri, Ege Üniversitesi Fen Fakültesi Kitaplar Serisi, , , 151, 221, , Izmir

Puky, M., 2000, A kétéltûek védelme Magyarországon (Conservation of amphibians in Hungary), , Gerinces állatfajok védelme (Conservation of 
vertebrate species), Faragó, S., , 143-158, Nyugat-Magyarországi Egyetem Erdõmérnöki Kar, Sopron
Kuzmin, S.L., 1995, , , Die Amphibien Russlands und Angrenzender Gebiete, , , , Westarp – Spektrum, Magdeburg - Heidelberg

Salvador, A., 1996, Amphibians of northwest Africa, Smithsonian Herpetological Information Service, , , 109, 1-43, , 

Bons, J. and Geniez, P., 1996, , , Amphibiens et reptiles du Maroc (Sahara Occidental compris) Atlas Biogéographique, , , 319 pp, Asociación 
Herpetológica Española, Barcelona, Spain
Dely, G., 1967, , , Kétéltűek-Amphibia: Magyarország Állatvilága, Faunae Hungariae, , , , Ákadémiai Kiadó, Budapest

Puky, M. and Vogel, Z., 2000, , , Amphibian road kill survey in Balaton - Uplands National Park and recommendations to mitigation measures, , , , 
Infra Eco network Europe (IENE) Project Report, 
Mateo, J.A., Plegezuelos, J.M., Fahd, S., Geniez, P. and Martínez-Medina, F.J., 2003, , , Los Anfibios, los Reptiles y el Estrecho de Gibralter. Un 
ensayo sobre la Herpetofauna de Ceuta y su entorno., , , 388 pp, Instituto de Estudios Ceuties, Ceuta
Clemons, J., 1999, Changes in a Common Toad population over ten years, FrogLog, , , 35, 1, , 

Smit, G., 1998, DAPTF-Netherlands Report, FrogLog, , , 28, , , 

Garanin, V.I., 2000, The distribution of amphibians in the Volga-Kama region, , Advances in Amphibian Research in the former Soviet Union, , 5, 
79-132, , 
Kuzmin, S.L., 1999, , , The Amphibians of the Former Soviet Union, , , , Pensoft, Sofia-Moscow

Lizana, M., Pérez-Mellado, V. and Ciudad, M.J., 1990, Analysis of the structure of an amphibian community in the Central System of Spain, 
Herpetological Journal, , , 1, 435-446, , 
Arnold, H.R., 1995, Atlas of amphibians and reptiles in Britain, ITE research publication, , , 10, 40, , London, UK

Grossenbacher, K., 1994, Rote Liste der gefährdeten Amphibien der Schweiz, , Rote Liste der gefährdeten Tierarten in der Schweiz, BUWAL, , 
33-34, BUWAL (Bundesamt für Umwelt, Wald und Landschaft), Bern
Kalezic, M. and Dzukic, G., 2001, Amphibian status in Serbia and Montenegro (FR Yugoslavia), FrogLog, , , 45, , , 

Godinho, R., Teixeira, J., Rebelo, R., Segurado, P., Loureiro, A., Álvares, F., Gomes, N., Cardoso, P., Camilo-Alves, C. and Brito, J.C., 1999, 
Atlas of the continental Portuguese herpetofauna: an assemblage of published and new data, Revista Española de Herpetología, , , 13, 61-81, , 
Baloutchi, M. and Kami, H.G., 1995, , , Amphibians of Iran, , , , Tehran University Publications, Tehran

Kuzmin, S.L., 1996, Threatened amphibians in the former Soviet Union: the current situation and the main threats, Oryx, , , 30, 24-30, , 

, 1997, , , Atlas of Amphibians and Reptiles in Europe, Gasc, J.-P., , 494, Societas Europea Herpetologica & Museum National d’Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris
Reques, R., 2000, , , Anfibios. Ecología y Conservación, , , , Diputación de Córdoba, Córdoba

Geniez, P., Geniez, M., Boissinot, S., Beaubrum, P.C. and Bons, J., 1991, Nouvelles observations sur l’herpetofaune marocaine, 2, Bulletin de la 
Société Herpétologique de France, , , 59, 19-27, , 
Lizana, M. and Pedraza, E.M., 1998, The effects of UV-B radiation on toad mortality in mountainous areas of Central Spain, Conservation 
Biology, , , 12, 703-707, , 
Vogrin, N., 1997, The Status of Amphibians in Slovenia, FrogLog, , , 20, , , 

Puky, M., 2003, Az újraárasztott Nyirkai Hany - Keleti Mórrétek (Hanság) herpetofaunája (Occurrence of amphibians and reptiles in the Nyirkai 
Hany Keleti Mórrétek wetland restoration area, Hanság, Hungary in the first year following inundation), Folia Historico Naturalia Musei 
Matraensis, , , 27, 341-347, , 
Pleguezuelos, J.M., Márquez, R. and Lizana, M., 2002, , , Atlas y Libro Rojo de los Anfibios y Reptiles de España, , , pp 584, Dirección General 
de la Conservación de la naturaleza-Associación Herpetológica Española, Madrid
Kutenkov, A.P. and Guruleva, E.L., 1988, To the ecology of Bufo bufo in the southern Karelia, , Fauna i Ekologiya Nazemnykh Pozvonochnykh, , 
, 5-15, , Petrozavodsk
Cooke, A.S. and Oldham, R.S., 1995, Establishment of populations of the common frog, Rana temporaria, and common toad, Bufo bufo, in a 
newly created reserve following translocation, Herpetological Journal, , , 5, 173-180, , 
Puky, M., 2003, Amphibian mitigation measures in Central-Europe, , Proceedings of the International Conference on Ecology and Transportation, 
26-31 August, 2003, Lake Placid, New York, USA, Irwin, L.C., Garrett, P. and McDermott, K.P., , 413-429, Center for Transportation and the 
Environment, North Carolina State University, USA, 
Carrier, J.A. and Beebee, T.J.C., 2003, Recent, substantial, and unexplained declines of the common toad Bufo bufo in lowland England, 
Biological Conservation, , , 111(3), 395-399, , 



Anon., 1995, Rana dalmatina on Jersey, FrogLog, , , 14, , , 

Martínez-Solano, I., Bosch, J. and García-París, M., 2003, Demographic trends and community stability in a montane amphibian assemblage, 
Conservation Biology, , , 17(1), 238-244, , 
Pedraza, E.M. and Lizana, M., 1997, Toad Embryo Mortality: Abstract, FrogLog, , , 21, , , 

Mellado, J. and Mateo, J.A., 1992, New records of Moroccan Herpetofauna, Herpetological Journal, , , 2(2), 58-61, , 

Yilmaz, İ. and Kumlutas, Y., 1995, Turkiyede yaşayan Bufo bufo (Linnaeus) 1758 nun Dağilişi ve Taksonomik Durumu Hakkinda Bir İnceleme, 
Turkish Journal of Zoology, , , 19, 277-284, , 
Kovács, T. and Papp, M., 2002, Breeding pond survey in Hungary: and example of sucessful cooperation, FrogLog, , , 50, , , 

Baran, I. and Atatür, M.K., 1998, , , Turkish herpetofauna (amphibians and reptiles), , , 214 pp, Republic of Turkey Ministry of Environment, 
Ankara
Fog, K., 1995, Amphibian conservation in Denmark, FrogLog, , , 13, , , 

Demirsoy, A., 1996, , , Tükiye Omurgalilari, Sürüngenler, , , 205 pp, Meteksen, Ankara

Cooke, A.S., 1975, Spawn site selection and colony size of the frog (Rana temporaria) and the toad (Bufo bufo), Journal of Zoology, , , 175, 29-
38, , 
Joly, P., 1992, The amphibian fauna of the French Upper-Rhône floodplain. The Lavours marsh and Jons sector, Alytes, , , 10(4), 117-129, , 

Schleich, H.H., Kästle, W. and Kabisch, K., 1996, Amphibians and Reptiles of North Africa, , , , , , Koeltz scientific books, Koenigstein

Pleguezuelos, J.M., 1997, , , Distribucion y Biogeografia de los Anfibios y Reptiles en España y Portugal, , , , Asociacion Herpetologica Española, 
Las Palmas de Gran Canarias
Fernández-Cardenete, J.R., Luzón-Ortega, J.M., Pérez-Contreras, J., and Tierno de Figueroa, M., 2000, Revisión de la distribución y 
conservación de los anfibios y reptiles en la provincia de Granada, Zoologica baetica, , , 11, 77-104, , 
García-París, M. and Martín, C., 1987, Amphibians of the Sierra del Guadarrama (1800-2430m altitude), , Proceedings. 4th Ordinary General 
Meeting of the Societas Europaea Herpetologica, van Gelder, J.J., Strijbosch, H. and Bergers, P.J., , 135-138, , Nijmegen, Netherlands
González de la Vega, J.P., 1998, , , Anfibios y Reptiles de la Provincia de Huelva, , , 238pp., Ed. Ertisa, Huelva

Luscher, B., Grossenbacher, K. and Scholl, A., 2001, Genetic differentiation of the common toad (Bufo bufo) in the Swiss Alps, Amphibia-Reptilia, 
, , 22(2), 141-154, , 
Bannikov, A.G., Darevsky, I.S., Ishchenko, V.G., Rustamov, A.K. and Szczerbak, N.N., 1977, , , Opredelitel Zemnovodnykh i 
Presmykayushchikhsya Fauny SSSR [Guide to Amphibians and Reptiles of the USSR Fauna], , , , Prosvechshenie, Moscow
Kovács, T., 2002, Monitoring of amphibians and reptiles along the Drava River, FrogLog, , , 52, , , 

Puky, M., 2001, Herpetological methods: I. On the use of the road transect method in surveying amphibians with examples from different 
zoogeographical regions of Hungary, Opuscula Zoologica, Budapest, , , 33, 75-81, , 
De Lange, L., 1973, A contribution to the intraspecific systematics of Bufo bufo (Linnaeus, 1758) (Amphibia), Beaufortia, , , 21(280), 99-116, , 

Pasteur, G. and Bons, J., 1959, Les Batraciens du Maroc, Trav. Inst. Scient. Chérifien, Rabat, Ser. Zool., , , 17(14), 1-241, , 

Anon., 1993, United Kingdom National Survey, FrogLog, , , 6, 2, , 

Hraoui-Bloquet, S., Sadek, R. and Geze, R., 2001, Les Amphibiens du Liban: inventaire, répartition géographique et altitudinale., Bull. Soc. Herp. 
Fr., , , 99:, 19-28, , 
Malkmus, R., 2004, , , Amphibians and reptiles of Portugal, Madeira and the Azores-Archipelago, , , 448p, A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G., Ruggel 
(Germany)




