
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and is listed on 
Annex IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. The species is protected 
by national legislation in many countries, it is recorded on many 
national and sub-national Red Data books and lists and it is present in 
many protected areas. It has been reintroduced to Latvia (Gaua 
National Park, Riga District) in 1987-1992 from Belarus and from 
captive bred individuals raised at Riga Zoo. Further research into the 
distribution limits of this species in southern Turkey is needed. In parts 
of this species range, mitigation measures to reduce road kill have 
been established.

Geographic Range of species:
This is a widespread Palearctic species occurring from Iberia (where 
there are scattered populations within its range) and France, eastwards 
to western Russia and the Caucasian region, and southwards to the 
Balkans and Turkey (except extreme eastern, southeastern and 
southern parts). It is mostly absent from Scandinavia (except southern 
and eastern Denmark and extreme southern Sweden), and has been 
introduced to the UK (New Forest) but is now thought to be extinct 
there and is not mapped. This is a lowland species that has been 
recorded at a maximum altitude (in Europe) of 2,300m asl. (Bulgaria), 
although this requires reconfirmation.

Threats:
The species is quite sensitive to changes in habitat, including loss and 
fragmentation of forests, bush groves and meadows (with the isolation 
of populations), and the drainage and pollution of wetlands (industrial 
and agricultural) and predatory fish species. These impacts on 
metapopulations have led to declines in parts of Europe, and possible 
local declines in Turkey. The species is collected for the pet trade, and 
in some parts of its range (western Europe) this might be leading to 
local population declines.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
This species is generally associated with open, well-illuminated broad-
leaved and mixed forests, bush and shrublands, meadows, gardens, 
vineyards, orchards, parks, lake shores and low riparian vegetation. 
Dark and dense forests are avoided. Spawning and larval development 
takes place in stagnant waters such as lakes, ponds, swamps and 
reservoirs, and sometimes in ditches and puddles. The species has 
been reported from anthropogenic landscapes, including large cities 
(e.g., Kiev). It sometimes occurs in sympatry with Hyla meridionalis 
(and produces infertile hybrids).

Species population information:
While the species is common in suitable habitats in parts of its range, it 
is reported to be fragmented and in significant decline over much of its 
Western European distribution (e.g., Gasc et al., 1997; Baker, 1997; 
Fog, 1995).

General Information

Family: HylidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: (Linnaeus, 1758)

Notes on taxonomy: Hyla arborea is the central member of the Hyla arborea complex, which includes several species of European and 
Asiatic tree frogs.
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Confirmed

Extinct
FAO Marine Habitats

Major Lakes
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Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.2 Small-holder farming
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming

11.4 Forest - Temperate
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
13.8 Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
14.4 Grassland - Temperate
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.3 Wetlands (inland) - Shrub Dominated Wetlands
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 

(over 8ha)
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.13 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Inland Deltas
211.1 Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
111.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
211.4 Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
211.5 Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
112.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha)
212.3 Artificial/Aquatic - Aquaculture Ponds
112.7 Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels)
112.9 Artificial/Aquatic - Canals and Drainage Channels, Ditches
213 Introduced vegetation

Country:Latvia 
Country:Liechtenstein 
Country:Lithuania 
Country:Luxembourg 
Country:Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republ
Country:Moldova
Country:Netherlands 
Country:Poland 
Country:Portugal 
Country:Romania 
Country:Russian Federation
Country:Slovakia 
Country:Slovenia 
Country:Spain 
Country:Sweden 
Country:Switzerland 
Country:Turkey 
Country:Ukraine 
Country:United Kingdom
Country:Serbia and Montenegro

1Broadleaf Forest
3Conifer Forest
1Cool Broadleaf Forest
1Cool Forest and Field
2Crops and Towns
2Crops, Grass, Shrubs
1Deciduous Broadleaf Wood
1Evergreen Forest and Fields
2Fields and Woody Savanna
1Forest and Field
1Mediterranean Scrub
1Mixed Forest
1Seasonal Tropical Forest
1Tropical Degraded Forest
1Tropical Rainforest
2Urban
1Wooded Wet Swamp
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Least Concern (LC)

Listed as Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, presumed large population, and because it is 
unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more threatened category.

Decreasing

This species was previously listed as Near Threatened. As declines in this widespread species are largely confined to 
the northern part of Western Europe, its global rate of decline is believed to be substantially lower than 30% over ten 
years or three generations, and so it is not believed to qualify for listing as Near Threatened at present.
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Utilisation of Species
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