
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Annex V of the EU Natural Habitats Directive and is 
protected by national legislation in many countries. It is recorded on 
many national and sub-national Red Data books and lists. It is present 
in many protected areas. In parts of this species' range, mitigation 
measures to reduce road kill have been established.

Geographic Range of species:
This species ranges throughout most of western, central and eastern 
Europe; populations are largely sympatric with populations of the 
parental species. It is absent from much of Scandinavia (although 
present in Denmark and southern most Sweden [it is unclear as to 
whether the Swedish populations are relicts or introductions]) and 
much of the Balkans. In Italy it is present only with certainty in the River 
Po plain. The species has been introduced to the United Kingdom [not 
mapped here] and to Spain at Villasbuenas de Gata, Cáceres and 
unspecified localities in Galicia, Cataluña and Comunidad Valenciana. 
It is generally a lowland taxon which may occur up to approximately 
1,550m asl.

Threats:
It is generally threatened by aquatic pollution (often by agrochemicals) 
and drainage of wetland habitats. The frog-leg trade and high levels of 
pollution are leading to significant declines in populations of the former 
Yugoslavia (Dzukic, 1996; Ljubisavljevic et al. 2003). Declines in the 
parent species R. lessonae can directly affect dependant populations of 
R. esculenta.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is a largely aquatic species associated with wetlands such as ponds, 
channels, ditches and slow moving rivers and streams. It is generally 
absent from forests, very large pools and strongly flowing waterbodies. 
The species spawns and larval development takes place within wetland 
habitats. It can occur in artificial waterbodies, and has spread in parts of 
its range through the irrigation of formerly unsuitable habitat (eg. in 
parts of Romania).

Species population information:
It is generally stable with large populations in Eastern Europe. There 
have been population declines reported in parts of Western Europe.

General Information

Family: RanidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Linnaeus, 1758

Notes on taxonomy: Previously, Rana esculenta was considered to be a full species or a subspecies. It has since been found to be a hybrid 
form between the parental species, R. lessonae and R. ridibunda. According to the generally accepted view, this is a 
kleptospecies, i.e. a new category of taxa at the species level, the character of which does not coincide with the 
biological species concept. A large majority of past records of "R. esculenta" (except for the designation of R. ridibunda 
under the same name) refer to R. lessonae or the latter and the hybrid form together. Further studies on the ecology 
and distribution of the hybrid R. esculenta are needed.
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Major Lakes

Major Rivers

Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
1.2.2.2 National level
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.5 Threats

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock
1.1.4.3 Agro-industry
1.4 Infrastructure development
1.4.1 Industry
1.4.2 Human settlement
3 Harvesting (hunting/gathering)
3.1 Food
3.1.3 Regional/international trade
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.3 Water pollution

13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
14.4 Grassland - Temperate
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 

Rivers/Streams/Creeks
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha)
15.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 

(over 8ha)
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
211.1 Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
211.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
111.4 Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
211.5 Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
112.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha)
112.3 Artificial/Aquatic - Aquaculture Ponds
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1Broadleaf Forest
9Conifer Boreal Forest
1Conifer Forest
1Cool Broadleaf Forest
9Cool Conifer Forest
2Cool Crops and Towns
9Cool Fields and Woods
1Cool Forest and Field
9Cool Mixed Forest
2Crops and Towns
2Crops, Grass, Shrubs
1Deciduous and Mixed Boreal Forest
1Deciduous Broadleaf Wood
1Evergreen Forest and Fields
9Fields and Woody Savanna
1Forest and Field
2Grass Crops
9Marsh Wetland
9Mire, Bog, Fen
1Mixed Forest
9Shrub Deciduous
2Small Leaf Mixed Woods
2Urban
2Woody Savanna
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